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Period for Reply w » w om OBI », e correspondence aaaress - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ~ 

" ftor Sj'^lS^TH?^ a ™ ,,abr ? | . und Jf r f fto ,Pr|? via «ns of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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" II mo ? repl , y • PeCffie r a J b T ' S ' eSS tha " thirty < 30) days ' a repiy within the statutorv minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

: fSiX^^S^£^ ma . X ; mUm f"f? ^Al Wi " aPP ' y and Wi " 6Xpire S ' X (6) MON ™ S from the communication. 

Failure o reply wrthin he set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 US C § 1331 
- Any reply received by he Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). reauce any 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 October 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) M Cfaim(s) 1^43 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 21-29 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 13-20 and 35-43 is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-3.7.9 and 30-32 is/are rejected. 

7) M Claimfs) 4-6,8. 10-12.33 and 34 is/am nhj^rtpH to 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 1 1 9(aWd) or (f) 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. U Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

Sl " a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1 .78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-4 13) Paper No(s) 

2) U Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) |2Sl Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 102703 . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
L Claims 21-29 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) 
requirement in Paper No. 102703. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7, 9, 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Murata. 

Murata shows an electro-chemical deposition cell with a cathode substrate 
holder for mechanically and electrically engaging a substrate on a "non-production 
side" of the substrate. There is an electrolyte container (cup-like) positioned below 
the substrate holder. There are shown connections adapted for attachment to a 
power source, and although the power source is not explicitly shown, the presence 
of a power source is considered to be inherent. As for claim 2, vacuum chucking is 
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shown and a ring structure as well. See Figs. 3a and 3b as well as col. 3, lines 5- 
67. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claimsl3-20 and 35-43 are allowed. 

5. Claims 4-6, 8, 10-12 and 33-34 objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: The references of record do not show or suggest apparatus 
comprising a substrate holder assembly with a substrate engaging surface, an 
electrical contact device positioned on the substrate engaging surface and with a 
plurality of radially spaced electrically conductive members configured to 
electrically communicate with a non-production surface of a substrate. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Donald R. Valentine whose telephone number 
is 703-308-3327. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30- 
6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Roy King can be reached on 703-308-1 146. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 



308-0661. 




Donald R. Valentine 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1742 



drv 

December 30, 2003 
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